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Bonn Charges East German Economist

Is a Spy

Suspect Tokes Refuge in Diplomatic Mission

to the West
By Robert J. M.
Washington Post Foreign Service
BONN, July 16—A new espio-
nage dispute between West and
East Germany erupted today over a
prominent East German economist
who faces spying charges after tak-
ing refuge in the East German mis-
sion here, .
..The economist, Herbert Meiss-
ner, who is deputy chairman of East
Germany’s Academy of Sciences,
had sought to emigrate to the West
a week ago after he was caught
shoplifting in 2 West Berlin depart-
ment store, West German officialg
said, i
changed his mind a
the East after he was
flown to Munich and uestioned b
’s _intelligence ser-

Bonn government spokesman
Friedhelm Ost said that West Ger-.
many would not allow Meissner, 59,
to leave the country. The national
prosecutor’s office said that an ar-
rest warrant had been issued for
Meissner because he was suspected
of spying.

The East German Foreign Min-

isﬁg demanded Meissner’s “imme-
German intelligence service of hay-
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ing staged a “forceful kidnapi f
Meissner,

East Germany’s ADN news agen-
cy had reported earlier that West
German agents had seized Meiss-
ner, but that he “was able to escipe.
his captors and seek safety in the

East German] mission in Bonn_”.

The affair appeared certain . to
strain  inter-German relations,
which had shown some improve-
ment in recent months, according
to political sources here.

The incident became public when
ADN reported yesterday that East
Germany had protested to Bonn
over the West Germans’ “kidnap-
ing” of Meissner, The East German
report apparently came after
Meissner had found shelter in the
East German mission,

The West German government,
which called the kidnaping accusa-
tion “absurd,” hardened its stance on
the case in the course of the day to-
day. In his first comments to report-
ers, spokesman Ost said that Bonn
officials were seeking to meet with
Meissner to confirm that he genu-
inely wished to return to East Ger-
many, :

Later, however, Ost said that the
meeting with Meissner had been
canceled and that Meissner would
not be allowed to leave West Ger-
many. He said that “we have evi-

y

After Aborted Defection

dence” that Meissner was working
for the East German Ministry of
State Security, although he did not
provide details,

Ost said that Meisaner, after his

Bonn officials signaled_ that they
would not seek to enter the diplo~
matic mission and arrest Meissner,



